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Kyle Danish 
Partner, Van Ness Feldman, LLP 

Kyle Danish is a partner in the Washington, 

D.C., office of Van Ness Feldman, LLP, where 

he advises clients on environmental and energy 

matters, with a special focus on regulation, 

enforcement, legislation, and permitting under 

the Clean Air Act, as well as on corporate 

climate strategy. His clients include energy 

companies, manufacturers, financials, and trade 

associations.  

Mr. Danish has been recognized by Chambers 

Global, the International Who's Who of 

Environmental Lawyers, and Best Lawyers in 

America. He has a law degree from Temple 

University, and a master’s in public affairs from 

Princeton University. Mr. Danish is on the 

adjunct faculty at both American University's 

Washington College of Law and the George 

Washington University Law School. 

 

Chad Teply 
Senior Vice President, Business Policy and 

Development, PacifiCorp  

Chad Teply is senior vice president, strategy and 

development for PacifiCorp. His responsibilities 

encompass strategic planning, stakeholder 

engagement, development and execution of 

major generation additions, environmental 

compliance projects, and transmission projects. 

During his 10-years with PacifiCorp, Chad and 

his team have successfully delivered over $2.5 

billion in capital projects, including over 1.2 

gigawatts of new renewables and natural gas 

fueled generation facilities.  

Before joining PacifiCorp, Chad spent over 10-

years in a variety of leadership roles at 

Berkshire Hathaway Energy subsidiaries and 

other energy industry companies. Chad earned a 

Bachelor of Science degree in mechanical 

engineering from South Dakota State University 

in 1993.  

John Sterling  
Director, Market & Policy Affairs, First Solar 

John Sterling is First Solar’s Director of Market 

& Policy Affairs, joining the organization in 

March 2018.  In this role, he is responsible for 

First Solar’s engagements with organized 

markets and leading the company’s policy 

development initiatives around the future of 

utility-scale solar resources.  John has over 17 

years of experience in the electric power 

industry, including rate design, regulatory 

affairs, power procurement, resource planning, 

customer programs, and stakeholder 

engagement.   

Prior to joining First Solar, John worked as 

Senior Director of Research & Advisory 

Services with the Smart Electric Power Alliance 

(SEPA) for five years, and in a variety of roles 

at Pinnacle West Capital Corporation/Arizona 

Public Service for 11 years.  At SEPA, John co-

authored multiple reports, including: “Proactive 

Solutions to Curtailment Risk: Identifying New 

Contract Structures for Utility-Scale 

Renewables” (SEPA 2017). He holds a BS in 

Finance and an MBA from Arizona State 

University.   

 

Brett Crable 
General Manager, Customer Relations, 

Dominion Energy Utah   

Brett Crable is the General Manager of 

Customer Relations at Dominion Energy Utah. 

He leads the company’s customer operations 

efforts for Dominion Energy West our natural 

gas distribution company which is 

headquartered in Salt Lake City, Utah. He is 

responsible for customer services including 

customer care, billing and credit, metering, gas 

supply, energy efficiency, and developing 

customer solutions for our natural gas 

residential and commercial customers. 
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Crable joined Dominion Energy in 1981 as an 

engineer in Richmond, Virginia and has held 

various engineering, design, operational, energy 

efficiency and customer service positions. Prior 

to his current role, Brett led Dominion Energy’s 

electric power’s New Technology & Energy 

Conservation department in Virginia. In this 

role, he oversaw transformational elements 

associated with solar generation including 

distributed generation integration and new 

renewable program offerings for customers. 

Crable was a key architect in developing 

Dominion Energy’s Grid Modernization Plan 

for its electric distribution system.  

He is a professional engineer and earned his 

B.S. degree in civil engineering from Virginia 

Tech and graduated from the Executive Program 

at the University of Michigan. 

 

 Travis Kavulla   
Director of Energy and Environmental Policy at 

the R Street Institute 

Travis Kavulla is the director of energy and 

environmental policy at the R Street Institute, a 

Washington, D.C. based think tank that 

specializes in providing solutions to highly 

complex topics in administrative regulation. 

Prior to his role at R Street, Mr. Kavulla served 

for eight years as a commissioner on the 

Montana Public Service Commission, a position 

to which he was first elected in 2010 and re-

elected in 2014. In that role, he served at various 

times as chairman (2011-2012) and vice 

chairman (2015-2019). In addition to his role on 

Montana PSC, Commissioner Kavulla took a 

leading role in regional and national initiatives.  

He was president of the National Association of 

Regulatory Utility Commissioners (NARUC) 

from 2015-2016. He also represented NARUC 

on the Advisory Council of the Electric Power 

Research Institute (EPRI). Commissioner 

Kavulla actively promoted regional cooperation 

between utilities and states in the American 

West. He led West-wide discussions of energy 

policy, wholesale electric markets, and the 

reliability of the grid while co-chairman of the 

Committee on Regional Electric Power 

Cooperation (CREPC), from 2016-2018.  

He served as the cochairman for the Northern 

Tier Transmission Group (NTTG) Steering 

Committee, the body tasked by the Federal 

Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) with 

implementing the transmission planning 

requirements of FERC Orders 890 and 1000. 

And he served as a transitional member of the 

Board of Directors and Member Advisory 

Committee of the Western Electricity 

Coordinating Council (WECC) during its 

transition to an independent organization 

responsible for overseeing and auditing the 

reliability of the Western Interconnection. 

 In addition to his expertise in energy, Mr. 

Kavulla occasionally works on policy related to 

other network industries. In 2017, Mr. Kavulla 

was appointed by the FCC Chairman Ajit Pai to 

lead the North American Numbering Council 

(NANC), a federal advisory committee that 

advises on emerging topics in next-generation 

communications technologies.  

He continues to serve as the chairman of the 

NANC. While a utility regulator, Commissioner 

Kavulla was a principal author of the legal 

reforms that liberalized the passenger 

transportation sector in Montana, and he led 

efforts to simplify or repeal legacy regulations 

of the telecommunications sector. Prior to his 

service as a Montana regulator, Mr. Kavulla 

worked as a journalist, writing on political 

economy, culture, and development. He also 

served as associate editor for National Review.  

Mr. Kavulla received his bachelor’s in History 

at Harvard University, and holds a graduate 

degree from the University of Cambridge, 

England, where he was a Gates Scholar. He is a 

fourth-generation Montanan. Mr. Kavulla was 
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appointed to the EIM Governing Body on July 

1, 2018. His term ends June 30, 2021. 

 

Jack Winters   
Western Natural Gas and Power Analyst, S&P 

Global Platts 

Jack Winters is an energy analyst currently 

focused on the West and Rockies regions and is 

based in Denver, CO.  Prior to the West, Jack 

covered the Northeast region with an emphasis 

on pipeline projects. 

In his current role, Jack focuses on market 

fundamentals pertaining to both the short and 

long-term outlooks for the West and is 

responsible for maintaining the team’s North 

American regional basis forecasts. Jack was 

born and raised in San Diego, CA and holds 

Bachelors’ degrees in Economics and Statistics 

from Loyola University Chicago.  

 

Romaine Marshall 
Cybersecurity and Privacy Lawyer and 

Partner, Stoel Rives LLP 

Romaine Marshall is a Cybersecurity and 

Privacy lawyer and Partner As a commercial 

litigator and trial lawyer, he represents 

companies in disputes involving cybersecurity, 

data privacy, and emerging technologies.  

His experience includes acting as lead counsel 

on more than 50 cases involving data breaches, 

ransomware, dedicated denial of service attacks 

(DDoS), phishing scams, wire fraud, social 

engineering, and other exploits. In addition, he 

and his team analyze and monitor the 

implications of emerging technologies, such as 

blockchain, AI, IoT, drones, robotics, unmanned 

vehicles, and their intersection with business 

laws, including cybersecurity and privacy. 

 

 

 

 

Chris Benson  
Program Manager, Sustainability & Energy 

Facilities Management, University of Utah 

With a uniquely-broad blend of experience in 

engineering and business management, Chris 

has played an important role in energy and 

sustainability projects across 58 million square 

feet of buildings and saving millions of dollars 

in energy costs per year.  

Since the beginning of 2017, Chris has been 

managing the University of Utah’s Facilities 

Sustainability & Energy Program. His team is 

responsible for benchmarking building 

performance across 278 buildings, managing 

utility costs, and driving forward projects that 

support the University’s commitment to carbon 

neutrality by 2050 and improved local air 

quality. 

The University is currently operating at the 

lowest total energy use and cost since 2011, 

despite 23% growth in area. Over the past 

couple years, the University has become a 

national leader as it has moved to supply over 

60% of its electricity from renewable energy 

and pioneered use of a new rate tariff in Utah 

that allows companies to control the source of 

off-site electricity they buy.  

Chris was honored to be recognized as one of 

Consulting Specifying Engineer Magazine’s 

winners of the 2015 “40 Under 40” Award and 

as a significant contributor to the 2017 

ASHRAE Handbook-Fundamentals. Chris has a 

bachelor’s degree in electrical engineering from 

the University of Utah. He is a licensed engineer 

(PE), certified energy manager (CEM), and 

LEED accredited professional (LEED AP). 

He is particularly driven by the powerful win-

win of energy efficiency as it drives down 

operational costs while improving local air 

quality and reducing greenhouse gas emissions. 
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Charles Darnell 
Associate Vice President for Facilities, Utah 

State University 

In 41 years of working in higher education 

Charles Darnell has had direct responsibilities 

for engineering and design services, energy 

management, and as Chief Financial Officer for 

the Texas A&M University Utility System. For 

the last 18 years Mr. Darnell has acted as chief 

facilities officer at two universities.  

Mr. Darnell has a Bachelors’ degree in 

Environmental Design and MBA with a 

specialty in Finance. Mr. Darnell is currently 

Associate Vice President for Facilities at Utah 

State University. In addition to his appointment 

to numerous committees, councils, and boards, 

Mr. Darnell also serves an Accreditation 

Evaluator for the Northwest Commission on 

Colleges and Universities.   

 

Justin Owen  
Energy Manager, Weber State University  

Justin Owen is the Energy Manager at Weber 

State University where he oversees the energy 

and building automation teams. Justin manages 

WSU’s revolving green fund, pursues energy 

rebates, manages energy upgrades to HVAC and 

lighting systems, calculates annual energy 

savings, and oversees the university’s renewable 

efforts. During his tenure, WSU’s already 

substantial energy savings have continued to 

grow and WSU has continued to be cutting edge 

with the installation of ground-source, variable 

refrigerant flow, and solar systems.  

Justin holds Masters’ degrees in Environmental 

Science and Public Affairs from Indiana 

University, a Bachelors’ in Geography from 

Weber State University, and a number of 

certifications from the Association of Energy 

Engineers.  

 

 

Tyler Poulson 
Sustainability Program Manager, Salt Lake 

City Corporation  

Tyler Poulson focuses on energy and climate 

issues for the Salt Lake City Department of 

Sustainability.  He collaborates with city 

departments on implementation of internal 

Climate Response Plans that reduce carbon 

pollution and enhance climate preparedness.  

Tyler also works on energy policy and projects 

on a community scale and helped inform the 

city’s recent commitment to net-100% 

renewable electricity.  He previously worked in 

the finance sector and has a Masters’ Degree in 

Economics from the University of Utah. 

 

 


