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T 
he California ISO Board of Directors on April 21st ap-
proved a controversial set of rule changes that load-
serving entities in the West are opposing on the grounds 
that it sends the sate’s reliability problems elsewhere and 
violates open-access transmission rules.  
 

 "The Board's action today demonstrates their commitment to reli-
able and collaborative operations this summer," CAISO President and 
CEO Elliot Mainzer said in a written statement. "The ISO remains une-
quivocally committed to working with our regional partners in construc-
tive problem-solving as we work together across the West for a longer-
term solution that will enable all parties to meet their reliability needs in 
an efficient, transparent and equitable fashion." 
 The CAISO board in March approved the previous set of 2021 
summer readiness enhancements. 
 Two days before this latest approval, the EIM Governing Body 
also reviewed the new rule changes. But in a rare move, the EIM leader-
ship did not approve the proposal. The EIM involves a wider set of par-
ties, including the LSEs that are stacked in opposition to the rule chang-
es. The new wheel-through rules will sunset on May 31, 2022, and CAI-
SO will work on a longer-term solution. 
 “I really, really struggle with this one . . . I'm going to vote 'no,'" 
EIM Governing Body member Anita Decker said during the meeting. The 
EIM board had just heard a presentation from CAISO as well as from 
some of the objecting parties, such as Salt River Project and BPA. 
 "It's not clear that it actually solves all the problems," Decker said. 
"I don't feel like the process got to where it needed to be."  
 Some EIM members opined that it is better to not hold up the pro-
cess and rely on the expertise of FERC, where the stakeholders will 
hash out their differences. Urgency is the order of the day as all parties 
work to avoid more blackouts.                                       (Continued on Page 2)    
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The package of rule changes, proposed by CAISO management to 
prepare for summer, is a multipronged effort that began shortly after the 
blackouts of last August. The "load, export and wheeling priorities 
proposal" is the last of a series of expedited procedures and rules 
CAISO has been developing since then. 


